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Order of Worship – 11:30 A.M. Service 
Gather Together 

 

Preparing for Worship 
   Outdoor In-Person: Bring a chair. Wear a mask. Bring your order 
   of worship. Bring elements for communion (prepackaged will be  
   provided).  Dress casual and comfortable for the weather. Pray.   
 

Welcome and Orientation 
  Centering our attention on God’s Holy Presence. 
 

Gathering Centering Music 
   Let the music fill your hearts and spirits becoming aware of 
   God welcoming you in love. 
 
Advent Call to Worship 
  Reader One: I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun,  
  even when, even when it’s not shining. 
  Reader Two: I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun,  
  even when, even when it’s not shining. 
  Reader One: The place without light 
  Reader Two: The place without light 
  Reader One: The depth of night 
  Reader Two: The depth of night 
  Reader One: The pit of unknowing 
  Reader two: The pit of unknowing 
 
Advent Prayer 
   One:  Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch 
   of your gift of untiring hope. 
   Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle– 
   even when our view is obscured by clouds of doubt, 
   ignite the flame of hope within us, 
   Many: … that we might glow with its brilliance  
   from the inside out. 
   I believe in the sun, even when it’s not shining. 
      
Opening Praise  “ Jesus, Name Above All Names”  FWS 2071 
   All are lnvited to express their praise through humming,   
   movement, or instruments if you have one. 

 
Proclaim 

 
First Testament Reading                                           Isaiah 40:1-11 
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Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 
term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s 
hand double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made   
   low; the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,  and all people shall  
   see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 
the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades;  
but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain,  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
    lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in 
his arms, and carry them in his bosom,  
and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
Gospel Reading                                                                 Mark 1:1-15 
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight,’” 
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from 
the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were 
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 
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of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He 
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with 
the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news. 
 

Meditation     Hope For Tomorrow   Pastor Gretchen Nelson 
 

Invitation to Christ’s Table 
 

Sharing Christ’s Peace 
  During this season of Spacial Distancing, practicing Christ’s Peace 
  is a witness of God’s shalom. Cross your arms or press hands 
  together at your heart, bow to your companion while keeping eye 
  contact. Offer this similar greeting “The Christ in me greets the  
  Christ in you. Abundant peace.” Use your social media and phones 
  to send Christ’s peace into the world. 
 

Offering Thanksgiving and Praise 
   Giving is a spiritual practice of our faith. Sharing God’s Good 
   News through mission and ministry continue even as we are 
   physically separate. Keep your covenant tithe, pledge, and  
   offering with God. Consider healthy ways to be in service with 
   your gifts and skills. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Prayers of the People 
   As we share in prayer today you are encouraged to pray aloud 
   your joys and concerns. Complete your prayer with "Lord, In your 
   mercy" and all the people respond "hear our prayer". 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
   heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
   our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
   us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
   evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
   glory forever. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving and Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

Sharing and Receiving Bread and Cup 
 

Praise God 
 

*Hymn of Praise       “Shine, Jesus, Shine”                FWS 2173 
   All are invited to express their praise through humming,  
   movement, or instruments if you have one. 
 

*Blessing  
Announcements 

 

United Methodist Student Day is today! 
Your generous gift supports our students. When you give, you help 
provide for over 70 scholarships available for United Methodist 
students to further their education and enrich the life of the church. 
The fund is administered by the General Board of Higher Education 
and ministry. To give online: UMCgiving.org/giveUMSD. 
Celebrate Christ’s coming into the world through an 
additional financial gift this Holy Season.  Celebrate God’s 
extravagant generosity on Giving Tuesday. 
 

Total Budget Covenant for 2020:                 $253,533.00 
    

Received as of 22 November 2020:              $217,551.37  
 

Total Funds needed to meet all 2020 
obligations:               $35,981.63 by December 31st  
 

You are a gift; thank you for all you do to bring the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to life. Together we can shine the brilliant light of Christ as we 
live throughout the year. 
 

Offering Envelopes for 2021 are in the hallway outside the 
sanctuary. Please pick yours up when you have an opportunity. 
Contact person: Kathann Montague 
 

Counters for November~29th: Clyde Gumbert/Amy Stanley 
 

H.E.L.P. Food Pantry Update: Thank you for your continued 
donations to the H.E.L.P. Food Pantry. They are grateful for all 
nonperishable food. Current needs are: cereal, fruit cups and/or 
canned fruit. Donations are delivered monthly. Contact person: 
Sherry Moore 
 

Advent Prayer on Facebook Live, daily, 8:00 AM. 
 


