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Wesley Tidings  

November is one of my favorite months of the year.  

 

Autumn color and crispness sets in deeply. All Saints 

ushers in unfathomable joyful peace at the long work of 

God through people in time. Heightened awareness of 

gratitude ensues as Thanksgiving plans are developed. 

Parades with bands, floats, and holiday delight march 

across my screens and neighborhood. Christmas decora-

tions emerge to brighten nighttime scenes. Advent sneaks 

in towards the end. O, and Mike & I celebrate life’s anni-

versary during the first week!  

 

November has always brought me joy. I thought it might 

feel dampened somehow this year with all we are experi-

encing. I considered my heart might not flutter at its ap-

proach. I wondered if All Saints would lose some shim-

mer. … … …  

 

While celebrations will be different, traditions will be altered, and gather-

ings will be minimized - as November peaks in fall colors I am once again enam-

ored with God’s beauty. I know all my expectations are tossed on currents like the 

leaves swirling on autumnal winds, still I delight in how the Lord is discernibly at 

work. I know I must take new precautions as we live in a pandemic era, still I see 

Jesus in eyes peeking over masks. I know there is a lot I do not know about when 

and how national tensions and violence will diminish, still I believe in the ability of 

the Holy Spirit to transform, redeem, and heal broken relationships. There is a will-

ingness in my spirit to join Jesus in these actions. 

 

A lot is different this November AND a lot remains steadfast. In the face of all the 

turmoil and trouble, I am leaning on Ruach - God’s Spirit-  to direct my mind, 

heart, and strength toward awareness of what is possible. I am seeking Christ’s ex-

ample of living for God’s kin-dom of oneness where 

“God will wipe away every tear” (Revelation 7:17) 

and “is making all things new” (Revelation 21:5). 

This is hard, determined, intentional work which re-

forms hearts into the shape of love. I invite you to 

join me in this rich, powerful, demanding, life-changing work throughout this No-

vember. 

 

Blessings, Pastor Gretchen 

Please remember to set your 

clocks BACK one hour before going 

to bed October 31st! 
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Election Day 
 

Before, during, and after this Tuesday - 

take time to pray for all the candidates, 

their families, staff, and communities. A lot 

of effort, time, energy, and focus is a part 

of this process. Pray for their health, rela-

tionships, words, and actions. Pray for this 

nation to experience a peaceful, participa-

tory election day. Pray for unity of spirit in 

the midst of a variety of ideas, methods, 

and strategy. Pray for your own spirit to be 

guided by faith in actions and conversa-

tions. Hold this national practice in the 

grace of our Lord, let faith speak through 

this life experience we share. Disciples 

model peaceful action as citizens of God’s 

kingdom living as resident aliens in this 

nation and world. Together we can provide 

holy space for hope filled encounters. 
 

John Wesley's Guidance for Election Day 

“October 6, 1774 

I met those of our society who had votes in 

the ensuing election, and advised them 

1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the 

person they judged most worthy 

2. To speak no evil of the person they voted 

against, and 

3. To take care their 

spirits were not sharp-

ened against those that 

voted on the other side.”  

― John Wesley, The 

Journal of John Wesley 

 

In-Person Worship - On 

the lawn 
 

Worship God in the beauty of creation. Outdoor services con-

tinue on Sunday mornings around the picnic shelter. Bring a 

chair. Bring communion elements. Wear a mask. Share in 

praise and prayer of our Lord together.  
 

Watch the website, Facebook Page, and your email for time 

each week. 

Ground the day in a time of reflection and a sharing of commu-

nity prayer. Watch for Daily evening prayer on Facebook Live . 

Like @HamptonWesley Facebook page and click to get a noti-

fication when it begins or simply visit the page each night. 
 

This is a 15 minute opportunity to share prayer needs and reset-

tle into the arms of Christ at the close of each day. All are wel-

come, share with your neighbors and friends. 

Sunday Weekly Worship 
 

Tune in for participatory worship on Sunday mornings at 10 

AM. 
 

Three different platforms, same service: 
 

* Follow the Zoom link on your favorite 

device. Call in to Zoom by phone. 
 

 Watch on Facebook live 

@HamptonWesley 
 

 Visit the website 
 https://wesley-united-methodist-church-

1.freeonlinechurch.com 
which will connect you to any current live events.  
 

Your gifts are welcomed as we share worship together. Be a 

reader. Share music. Spoken word through prayers, statements 

of faith, personal devotions, poetry, prose. Visuals through art, 

slides, pictures of your weekly blessings.  
 

Call the church office or Pastor Gretchen to include your ex-

pression of devotion in worship. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/13048053
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/13048053
https://wesley-united-methodist-church-1.freeonlinechurch.com/
https://wesley-united-methodist-church-1.freeonlinechurch.com/
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If you have not turned in your commit-

ment card yet, you can send an e-mail 

to Kathann Montague, at 

kdm8989@cox.net.  Please be sure to 

state the amount you wish to give 

weekly, semi-monthly, bi-monthly, 

monthly, quarterly, or for the year; and 

Kathann will send you a letter to con-

firm the amount you pledge. If you 

have any questions, please contact Ka-

thann at 722-8744. 

Prayer Beads 
 

Praying with beads has roots in early 

Hebrew life where God instructed peo-

ple to place fringe on their clothing to 

remind them of God’s precepts and the  

need to recite and practice them.  
 

Early Christians used stones and knotted ropes to focus and 

remember prayer throughout the day. Paul instructs us to 

pray without ceasing. Using beads to order, organize, and 

frame our prayer life is an opportunity to deepen this rela-

tionship with God. 
 

A team is forming to create beads to share this form of 

prayer with the congregation, local hospitals, care facilities, 

and the wider community. Want to join in the process of 

increasing prayer in the world.  
 

Contact Pat Fitzgerald and watch Wesley’s communica-

tions for more information. 

Generosity Corner 
 

It is with a full heart that I thank you for responding to God’s love with generosity  

during the fall Stewardship Focus. I give thanks to God that you have  

expressed an outward commitment within the covenant of faith we share in Christ. Wesley has received 36 

Estimate of Giving Cards for 2021 ministries which will be the foundation of discipleship endeavors together. 

This support of God’s work in this time and space provide opportunities for reaching the hurts of this commu-

nity, participating in the work of our covenant missionary, praising God with worship and study, and new ex-

periences of the Holy Spirit emerging out of community relationships. 

 

I am thankful for all the gifts each one of you bring to extend the wonder of God’s blessings 

as the people of Wesley UMC. You are blessed and you are a blessing. 

 

With joy, Pastor Gretchen & Wesley Stewardship Team (Kathann Montague, Judi Hines, 

Carl Morrison, Stephanie Eitzen) 

All Saints Sunday November 1st.  
You are invited to send a picture that reminds 

you of someone in your life who has claimed 

the promise of the resurrection over this past 

year to Pastor Gretchen. We will give thanks to 

God for the great cloud of witnesses that has 

come before us and helped form us in our faith 

journey. Together we will celebrate those who 

are present with us through the Holy Spirit.  

Congratulations to Rose-

mary Williams-Bensted 

and her husband Jeff who 

welcomed their baby boy 

Nolan Jeffrey Bensted 

October 27, 2020 at 1:04 

am. He weighed 7 lbs 10 

ozs and is 21” long.. Mom 

and baby are doing just 

fine. Thanking God for a 

safe delivery and healthy 

baby boy.  

mailto:kdm8989@cox.net
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Did you know that United Methodist Women (UMW) is a mission focused organiza-

tion?  We have many opportunities to help others of all ages in our community and 

the world.  Many times the person who receives the most benefits is actually us!   
 

During the Zoom October UMW meeting, we had a special guest, Julianna Rosas, 

York River District UMW, Social Actions Coordinator who installed our  

UMW Officers for 2021: 

President – Nancy Gumbert   

Vice President – Mary Saylor  

Secretary – Sylvia Krisnow    

Treasurer – Pat Fitzgerald         

Nominations Committee – Sylvia Krisnow and Susan Brookman 

 

Also we shared our pumpkins, showed our pumpkins desserts and had a fun pumpkin trivia game. 

 

During this meeting the UMW prayer calendar focused on the World Council of Churches which has 

a mission focus on the gender justice. One of their campaigns is “Thursdays in Black,” in which 

people are invited to wear black on Thursdays to promote awareness around ending violence against 

women and girls. The United Methodist Women are founders 

of the Ecumenical Women at the UN which supports this global 

initiative. 

 

I’m inviting you all to participate every Thursday by wearing 

black to support women and girls around the world.   

To see a video go to: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

news/join-the-thursdays-in-black-campaign 

Nancy Gumbert 
 

On November 25th, we will meet on Zoom at 7:30 PM for a meeting and a program on the World 

Thank Offering. This is a program that many of our fellow UMW units participate in across the 

world!  It is an offering of a spontaneous gift, given out of gratitude for God's abundance and in cel-

ebration of the joys of life!  I’m looking for someone to present the program.  If you can, contact 

Nancy Gumbert. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

United Methodist Women News     

Mary Levin Bible 

Study (MLBS) 

via Zoom 

7:30 PM 
 

Meeting schedule: 
Nov 4 & Nov 18 
 

Contact person, Sylvia Krisnow 
Blessing of the Animals on Zoom October 6th 2020 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/join-the-thursdays-in-black-campaign
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/join-the-thursdays-in-black-campaign
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New address  
 

Joyce & Bud D'Bene  

212 Garman Loop  

Yorktown, VA 23690-4110 

our telephone number:  757-527-2786.    
 

We really love this place and hopefully we 

will get to meet some of the neighbors.   

Upper Room 
 

The Upper Room 

for November/

December is avail-

able at church.  

 

If you would like a 

copy, please call 

the church first to 

make sure I’m 

here. I can also de-

liver or mail a copy 

to you. 

~Sylvia 

Thank You 
 

Thank You to Carl and 

Patsy Morrison who 

cleaned out the gutters 

by the Fellowship Hall and power washed 

the Picnic Shelter. 

Becoming Local Missioners  
 

As imitators of Jesus we are invited 

to look at the world through his 

eyes. Walking with him in faith we see those the world would 

overlook, ignore, or reject outright. We are empowered to rec-

ognize God’s image everywhere and work to offer compassion. 

As you move through your daily life, pray for the Holy Spirit 

to shine a light, directing your gaze to places and scenarios 

where your gifts can offer hope and grow life. This is the pro-

cess of becoming a missionary right where we live. Look local-

ly for openings to nurture relationships of compassionate care 

for the kingdom of God. Together as the Body of Christ, Wes-

ley can engage in mission right here, right now. Keep your 

senses keenly tuned to the Holy Spirit for possibilities. 
 

Some upcoming opportunities include: 

A Night’s Welcome with H.E.L.P. 

Machen Elementary School regarding 

work with school meals, tutoring pro-

grams, and family support for online 

learning. 

Angel Tree gifts for neighborhood children. 
 

Spend an hour with a Missionary  
Want to hear what Method-

ist missionaries are up to 

around the world? They are 

reaching out with gospel 

love. Come and spend time 

with them through the wonders of technology in a Zoom webi-

nar and Q&A conversations.  

visit https://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/our-work.  

Watch your emails for webinar gatherings each week titled 

“Still in Mission”. Continue to be the love of God shared with-

in community.  

1          Sarah Bayless 

7 Mike Nelson 

8       Carol Hale 

            Gretchen Nelson 

10 Parker Burns  

11 Katie (Page) Godwin 

12       Elizabeth Taylor   

                     (former Pastor) 

14 Ariel Arus  

19 Sarah Flowers 

 Sharon Howell 

21 Stew Bowden 

22 Frances Paxton 

24  David Brookman 

25 Kaye Brundage 

27 Cindy (Potts) Jacquette 

28 Brooke Smith 

      Zeb/Helen Cope (1964) 

30  Cathy Williamson 

https://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/our-work
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WANTED:  

your stories … 
 

What are you doing to 

fill your time, love 

God, love neighbor, 

grow hope, share peace 

during this season? 

Where are you encountering new life?  

 

Share your stories by email, Wesley’s Face-

book, or by phone to the church voicemail. 

It will bring us all strength and encourage-

ment. 

 

United Methodists Resources  

Anti-Racism Disciples 
 

As disciples of Jesus we have experienced 

hope for all of God’s creation. We profess a 

faith that all people are welcomed as whole 

persons in Jesus Christ. We are living a season of strengthening 

community connections and intentional relationships with peo-

ple of all races, ethnicities, and nations. People of faith are 

coming together to seek healing and wholeness, forgiveness, 

transformation. Courageous voices are standing witness in per-

son though word and action to mend broken relationships and 

systems. Methodists are rooted in living faith through person-

al and social holiness, being in ministry with hurt, broken peo-

ple and institutions. Now is a moment for faithful action. Learn 

how we can stand against racism. 
 

VAUMC Racial Justice webpage and Prayer Wall —  

https://vaumc.org/reconciliation/ 
 

Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy  

https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org 
 

UMC Discipleship Resource page —  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/resources-for-

responding-to-systemic-racism 
 

I am here for your reflections, conflicts, worries, hopes, in-

sights, and dreams for how we can act for peace in this moment 

as the people of Wesley. — Pastor Gretchen 

Amplify faith ex-

ploration every day 

with Amplify Media 
 

A resource for curious disciples. Visit today and explore the nu-

merous offerings for all ages and interests. Favorite author in-

terviews. Animated shorts. Bible studies. Children's Programs. 

Evening Devotionals. Christian History. “The Great Courses”. 

Sunday school. And much more. Connect on any device with 

internet including ROKU and Smart TVs. 
 

SIGN IN WITH Congregational access code  FSVHRC.  

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/home 
 

Note that this resource is available to all bible studies to en-

hance their reading  and can be used to explore the companion 

video series present by the author. As well as to add to your ex-

ploration of the Gospel visit AmplifyMedia to view several 

thoughtful studies. 

Lay Servant  

Academy 2020 
 

The 2020 Lay Servant 

Academy will be held 

via Zoom on Saturday, 

November 14. Four 

courses are being offered: I Love to Tell the 

Story, Older Adult Ministries, Online Wor-

ship, and the Spanish language class For-

macion Spiritual/Spiritual Formation." Each 

course costs $30. Registration may be 

found at https://na.eventscloud.com/lsa. 
 

The schedule is as follows: 

8:45-9:00 Sign into Zoom 

9:00-9:20 Opening worship 

9:30-12:30 Part One of Course 

12:30-1:00 Lunch Break 

1:00-4:00 Part Two of Course 
 

Each course will have a reading and written 

assignment due prior to the Academy. 

There will also be a post-assignment that 

will be due by Nov. 28. Zoom links and 

assignments will be sent in October. Ques-

tions? Please contact Tianna Durbin, Lay 

Servant Academy Direc-

tor, tiannad@arcolachurch.org. 

https://vaumc.org/event/lay-servant-

academy-virtual-training-for-trying-times/ 

https://vaumc.org/reconciliation/
https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/resources-for-responding-to-systemic-racism
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/resources-for-responding-to-systemic-racism
https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/home
https://vaumc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxMTkwIiwiMWF3ZTF3OGNneXh3NHMwY3c0OHd3czBva3N3NHdrbzQiLCI5OCIsIjEzNzIwYzEyY2QyOSIsZmFsc2Vd
https://vaumc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxMTkwIiwiMWF3ZTF3OGNneXh3NHMwY3c0OHd3czBva3N3NHdrbzQiLCI5OCIsImE2YjZlN2NlYzcwOCIsZmFsc2Vd
https://vaumc.org/event/lay-servant-academy-virtual-training-for-trying-times/
https://vaumc.org/event/lay-servant-academy-virtual-training-for-trying-times/
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Wesley’s Healthy Team has been meeting 

weekly to prepare for indoor worship and for 

small group gatherings.  Plans will be submit-

ted to the York River District Superintendent 

for approval the first week of November.  Once 

the D.S. has approved the plans, the next step 

will be selecting a start date and sending out 

guidelines for safe in-person worship. 

 

Volunteers will also be needed for our indoors worship, 3 people will be needed to greet, complete health 

questions and temperature as well as direct people to their seats before the service.  When the service is com-

pleted, these volunteers will help people exit in a safe manner. 

 

Already, in person worship has started outdoors at the picnic shelter.  See pictures below. 

 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact the healthy church team: 

Nancy Gumbert, Zach Eitzen, Carl Morrison, Pat Fitzgerald, Dave Brookman, Marcia Beal, Pastor Gretchen, 

Doug and Carolyn Gallaer 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
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Patrick Wentz IV Baptism Oct 17 

Robin Welch & Audrey Gumbert with Clan MacCool and Jerry Sowers 

performing at the Yorktown Festival 



Abby 

Amber Stinson 

Barbara Greene 

Ben Stanley 

Bill Mee 

Bob and Bonnie  

Bob Reynolds 

Bruce and Shanon 

Caleb Coates 

Camden 

Cameron Glandon 

Carol Beard 

Crystal Radford 

Dennis Rosier 

Dianna 

Dylan 

Ernie and Carolyn Taylor 

Freta Lamb 

Grace Burnell 

Janice Crumpton 

Jeff Birdsall 

Jo and Buddy Carlisle 

Joann Walsh 

Joe Ames 

Joella 

Joseph Gilday 

Karen Bowers 

Kevin Lykins 

Kimberly Morris 

Lynnette Scalzi 

Marty Ammerman  

Michael Dunkailo 

Nancy Bellan 

Nina Winfree 

Nolan Jeffrey Bensted 

Patty Bumgarner 

Pete Stone 

  

Other Concerns: All teachers and students returning to the class-

room, The Coronavirus, the tragedies occurring in our country and 

around the world; police officers and first responders; all who are 

grieving; our seniors; our church and the entire United Methodist 

Church; recovery from addiction; young adults needing a closer walk 

with Christ; those awaiting test results; healing for those in pain. 

 

 

Our Christian Sympathy goes 

to the following families: 

Family of Jay Dorschel,  

Family of Phyllis Anderson. 

Debi McNichol and family on the 

death of her mother.  

Prayer Concerns 
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Ramona Gemeinhart 

Ray Krisnow 

Ron 

Rosie Parks 

Sheree 

Susan Nichols 

Ted 

Tommy 

Zach Perkins  

Zeb Cope 

Nov. 1, 2020 All Saints Sunday White or Red  

Revelations 7:9-17; Psalms  34:1-10, 22 

(UMH 769); 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12  
 

Or 22nd Sun. after Pentecost Green Josh 3:7-

17; Psalms 107:1-7, 33-37 (UMH 830);  

I Thessalonians 2:9-13 Matthew  23: 1-12  

Daylight Savings Time ends 2 a.m. Nov 1st  

November 8, 2020 23rd Sunday after Pente-

cost Green  

Josh 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalms 78:1-7 (UMH 

799); 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Mt 25:1-13 

Organ & Tissue Donor Sunday  

Nov. 11: Veterans Day  

 

 

November 15, 2020 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Green  

Judges 4:1–7; Psalms 123 or 76 (UMH 797); 1 Thes-

salonians 5:1–11;  Matthew 25:14–30  

 

Nov. 22, 2020 Christ the King/Reign of Christ 

White or Gold Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24; Ps 100 

(UMH 821); Ephesians 1:15–23;  

Matthew 25:31–46 Bible Week: Nov 22-29  

 

Nov. 29, 2020 1st Sunday of Advent (Yr. B)  

Purple/Blue  

Isaiah 64:1-9; Ps 80:1–7, 17–19 (UMH 801); I Co-

rinthians 1:3-9; Mk 13:24-37  

United Methodist Student Day  

Dec 1: World Aids Day  
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Our Calendar is updated daily!   Please go to our website for a current calendar.   

WWEBSITEEBSITE: : http://www.hamptonwesley.orghttp://www.hamptonwesley.org 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

10:00 AM Traditional 

Worship Service- Zoom and 

Facebook live and 

https://wesley-united-

methodist-church-

1.freeonlinechurch.com 

11:30 AM Outdoor in 

person worship 

2 

9:30 AM 

Monday Crew 

Meeting  

3 

10:45 AM 

Prayer Group  

4 

7:30 PM Mary 

Levin Bible 

Study on Zoom  

5 

5:15 PM Men's 

Bible Study  

6 7 

8 

10:00 AM Traditional 

Worship Service- Zoom and 

Facebook live and 

https://wesley-united-

methodist-church-

1.freeonlinechurch.com 

11:30 AM Outdoor in 

person worship 

9 

9:30 AM 

Monday Crew 

Meeting  

2:00 PM 

American Red 

Cross Blood 

Drive - 

Fellowship Hall  

10 

10:45 AM 

Prayer Group  

6:30 PM 

Leadership 

Board Meeting  

11 12 

5:15 PM Men's 

Bible Study  

13 14 

8:45 AM Lay 

Servant Ministry 

Training Via 

Zoom  

15 

10:00 AM Traditional 

Worship Service- Zoom and 

Facebook live and 

https://wesley-united-

methodist-church-

1.freeonlinechurch.com 

11:30 AM Outdoor in 

person worship 

16 

9:30 AM 

Monday Crew 

Meeting  

17 

10:45 AM 

Prayer Group  

7:30 PM 

Narcotic's 

Anonymous - 

FH  

18 

6:00 PM AA 

Group Meeting - 

FH  

7:30 PM Mary 

Levin Bible 

Study on Zoom  

19 

5:15 PM Men's 

Bible Study  

20 21 

22 

10:00 AM Traditional 

Worship Service- Zoom and 

Facebook live and 

https://wesley-united-

methodist-church-

1.freeonlinechurch.com 

11:30 AM Outdoor in 

person worship 

23 

9:30 AM 

Monday Crew 

Meeting  

7:30 PM UMW 

via Zoom  

24 

10:45 AM 

Prayer Group  

7:30 PM 

Narcotic's 

Anonymous - 

FH  

25 

12:00 PM 

Newsletter 

Deadline  

6:00 PM AA 

Group Meeting - 

FH  

26 

Thanksgiving 

Day  

27 28 

29 

10:00 AM Traditional 

Worship Service- Zoom and 

Facebook live and 

https://wesley-united-

methodist-church-

1.freeonlinechurch.com 

11:30 AM Outdoor in 

person worship 

30 

9:30 AM 

Monday Crew 

Meeting  

1 

9:30 AM Chair 

Yoga Class  

10:45 AM 

Prayer Group  

7:30 PM 

Narcotic's 

Anonymous - 

FH  

2 

6:00 PM AA 

Group Meeting - 

FH  

3 

5:15 PM Men's 

Bible Study  

4 5 

 

http://www.hamptonwesley.org


2510 N. Armistead Avenue 

Hampton, VA 23666 

Phone: 757-838-3044 

Fax: 757-838-1663 

E-mail: secretary@wesleyhpt.hrcoxmail.com 

GretchenNelson@vaumc.org 

WWEBSITEEBSITE: : http://www.hamptonwesley.orghttp://www.hamptonwesley.org 

Wesley United Methodist Church  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Prepared with love especially for: 

                  United Methodist Student Day 

                    November 29, 2020 
 

“United Methodist Student Day is just around the corner. We will cele-

brate United Methodist Student Day on November 29, 2020. Last year 

our church, along with other United Methodist congregations, gave 

$370,123 to the offering. This year, the world has experienced some 

unprecedented times, but we hope that you will give as much as you 

can to help our United Methodist students. When you give to the Unit-

ed Methodist Student Day offering, your gifts support the Gift of Hope 

Scholarship program that is awarded to United Methodist students an-

nually. Thank you. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. Without your 

gifts, we could not continue this ministry." 

 

 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-student-day-faq? 

http://www.hamptonwesley.org

